
Speech Competitions 
Oklahoma-Arkansas Region of Phi Theta Kappa 

   
 
We are excited to have our Region conduct a Speech Competition in preparation for PTK Catalyst 

2019. Winners of the Regional Qualifying Rounds move forward to the International competition at 

PTK Catalyst 2019.  

Competition Structure 
The speech competition for the Oklahoma-Arkansas Region takes place at the 2019 Spring 

Convention in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma on March 1 & 2. First, second, and third place will be 

awarded in each category. Winners will be determined based upon a single round of competition. 

Members may compete in ONE of the following two categories. Participants’ work is evaluated 

against a rubric by a multi-member panel, designated by the Regional Coordinator and the 

Oklahoma-Arkansas Regional Association of Chapter Advisors. Further details of criteria provided 

below for each competition. 

Prizes 
 First place in each category will represent Oklahoma-Arkansas Region at PTK Catalyst 

 First place also will receive an award for their winning presentation 

 All-important Bragging Rights! 

Extemporaneous Speech 
Members competing in the Extemporaneous Speech category deliver a research-based informative 

speech.  

TOPIC:  Topics will be drawn at Regional Convention 

LENGTH:  3 - 5 minutes in duration; time limit is strictly enforced  

PREPARATION: 30 minutes to prepare before competition 

APPEAL:  Broad audience 

Prepared Speech 
Members competing in the Prepared Speech category deliver a research-based speech.  

TOPIC: “Persuade a nontraditional student to join Phi Theta Kappa based on available  

  member benefits.” 

LENGTH: Not to exceed 5 minutes in duration; time limit is strictly enforced  

APPEAL: Broad audience, not just Phi Theta Kappa-eligible individuals 
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Evaluation Criteria 
Regardless of speech type, contestants are evaluated on the following two major areas: Content & 

Delivery. These criteria are clarified in the rubrics attached to this document. In addition, contestants will 

be ranked in accordance with their earned scores.  

If possible, feedback will be provided to contestants following convention. 

In the event of a tie, the Regional Coordinator, in conjunction with the OARACA board members, will 

review judging ballots, recalculate scores, and look at individual rankings. The contestant with the highest 

score and ranking combination will be declared the winner in the category. Only if necessary will a run-

off speech be utilized to determine a winner; this final presentation will take place before the awards 

ceremony at convention so that the winners may be declared publicly. 

Inability to Attend Catalyst 
An inability to attend catalyst will NOT prevent a contestant from being declared the regional winner 

within a category. If, however, the first-place recipient is unable to attend catalyst, the second-place 

recipient will be given the opportunity to represent the region. 

Phi Theta Kappa International Guidelines & Qualifications 
The winners from the Oklahoma-Arkansas Regional Convention will be given the opportunity to 

represent our region at Catalyst in April 2019. If the first-place winner is unable to attend Catalyst, 

second-place in that category is given the opportunity to move forward. Winners at Catalyst will receive 

the following prizes. 

Prizes for Catalyst Winners in Each Category 
 First Place: $500 scholarship and prize medallion pin 

 Second Place: $250 scholarship and prize medallion pin 

 Third Place: $100 scholarship and prize medallion pin 

Assistance & Guidance 
Further guidance on preparation and expectations will be provided through the Regional Facebook page 

and submitted through OARACA emails. Be checking for information as we get closer to the regional 

convention in March 2019. 

 



Extemporaneous Speech Competition Ballot 
Oklahoma-Arkansas Region of Phi Theta Kappa  2019 

CONTESTANT NAME:                 

TOPIC:                   

JUDGE:                   

RATING: Please rate the speaker on the following scale (mark one box per area of evaluation) 

 

TOTAL RATING POINTS:         RANKING:    

JUDGES: Please rank the speaker in relation to others in the round with first being the best speaker (1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc.—no ties); ranking must 

coordinate with rating points (ex.—1st Place may not have less points than 2nd Place). 

COMMENTS (use back if more space is needed) 

 Superior 

5 points 

Excellent 

4 points 

Good 

3 points 

Satisfactory 

2 points 

Poor 

1 point 

SPEECH CONTENT      

Strong introduction and conclusion 

(attention getter, forecasting, reviewing, 

ending clincher) 

     

Main points 

(organizational pattern, transitions) 

     

Evidence/support 

(credible, consistent integration) 

     

SPEECH DELIVERY      

Vocal quality 

(volume, rate, tone, pronunciation, 

articulation) 

     

Nonverbal communication (gestures, 

posture, poise, eye contact, appearance) 

     



Prepared Speech Competition Ballot 
Oklahoma-Arkansas Region of Phi Theta Kappa  2019 

CONTESTANT NAME:                

JUDGE:         ______________________________________________ 

RATING: Please rate the speaker on the following scale (mark one box per area of evaluation) 

 

TOTAL RATING POINTS:         RANKING:    

JUDGES: Please rank the speaker in relation to others in the round with first being the best speaker (1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc.—no ties); ranking must 

coordinate with rating points (ex.—1st Place may not have less points than 2nd Place). 

COMMENTS (use back if more space is needed) 

 

 Superior 

5 points 

Excellent 

4 points 

Good 

3 points 

Satisfactory 

2 points 

Poor 

1 point 

SPEECH CONTENT      

Strong introduction and conclusion 

(attention getter, forecasting, reviewing, 

ending clincher) 

     

Main points 

(organizational pattern, transitions) 

     

Evidence/support 

(credible, consistent integration) 

     

SPEECH DELIVERY      

Vocal quality 

(volume, rate, tone, pronunciation, 

articulation) 

     

Nonverbal communication (gestures, 

posture, poise, eye contact, appearance) 

     


